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Britainleadingthewayin climatechange
UK's LargestBusinessesRiskPenaltiesof upto £99MByFailingTo
RegisterforGovernment-ledGreenInitiativecautionsSolarGard.
SolarGard

,

a solarcontrol
windowspecialist ,

is warning
CEOsat thousands of Britain's

largestbusinessesand
organisations thatthey
collectivelyfacemillionsof

pounds in finesif theyfail to

registerfortheGovernment' s

newCarbonReduction
Commitment

(

CRC
) Energy

EfficiencySchemebytheend
of September.

The
CRCEnergyEfficiency

scheme is theUK'
s mandatory

climatechangeandenergy
savinginitiative . It is central to

theUK'
s strategyforimproving

energyefficiencyandreducing
carbondioxide

(

CO2
)

emissions
,

assetoutin theClimateChange
Act2008 . Around4 ,000organisations
currentlyqualifyforthescheme
andmustregisterbySeptember
30or facefinancialpenalties.
According to thelatestdata
fromtheEnvironmental Agency,

thebodyresponsible forregistration
to

thescheme
,

lessthan45per
centof the4000firmsrequired
to registerhavedoneso

, despite
thefactthatregistrationforthe
schemebeganlastApril . Solar
Gardestimatesthat if the
remaining55percent of

organisations required to register
misstheSeptember30deadline

,

theyeachfacea £5 ,000first-day
fine

,

a collectivefirst-daypenalty
of £11 ,000 ,000 . Dailyfinesof

£500percompanywillcontinue
forthenext80days , potentially
addinga further£88 ,000,000 in

collectivepenalties . Thetotalcost
to

theseUKorganisationscould
exceed£99 ,000 ,000if theyfail
to registersoon . A recentsurvey
of powerandenergymanagers
at

someof theUK'
s largest

organisationscommissioned by
SolarGard

,

a solarcontrolwindow
specialist ,

foundthatoverhalf
(

55percent
)

didnotrealisetheir
organisation wouldbeaffected
bythescheme .Ofthosethat
knewthattheirorganisation
qualifiedforthescheme

,

less
thanhalf

(

45percent
)

didnot
knowwhentheyweresupposed

to register.
Commenting onthefindings ,

IanPenfold
,

SolarGard '

s
UK

architectural manager,

said
:

" Britain's effortsto legislatehow
itseconomycanimproveenergy
efficiencyandreduceCO2emissions
arebeingcloselyscrutinisedby
governments acrossEurope . Either
UKorganisationsarenottaking
theschemeseriouslyenough ,

or

effortsto createawarenessof

theschemehavefallenshort.
Whateverthereason

,

British
organisationsarefacinghuge
penaltiesthat

,

asweemerge
fromrecession

, theycanill-afford. "

SolarGard '

s survey,

carriedout
byVansonBourneinterviewed
seniorfacilitymanagers responsible
forpowermanagement at 100
of theUK'

s largestpublicand
privatesectororganisations . The
surveyalsorevealedthat33per
centof companiesqualifying for
theschemedidnotknowtheir
annualenergyusage , despite this
beingthebasicmetric forqualifying
fortheCRCEnergyEfficiency
Scheme . Thesurveyhelpedidentify
some of themostcommon
strategiesbeingusedbylarge
organisations to reducetheirenergy

usage . Themostpopularsteps
werealsothesimplest andranged
fromturningofflightsandIT

equipmentto openingwindows
ratherthanusingfansor

airconditioning . Theleastcommon
approach listedwassolarcontrol
windowfilmthatcanrejectsolar
energyfromthesunandhelpkeep
a buildingcool

, reducingtheneed
forair-conditioning .AlthoughSolar
Controlwindowfilmcancuta

building's coolingloadby30per
cent

,

andreduceaccordingly the
energyrequiredto air-condition
thebuilding ,

lessthana quarter
(

23percent
)

of organisations
surveyedhaveto dateinstalledit.

Forfurtherinformation
visitwww.solargard.co.uk
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