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Solar Gard : 09 November, 2011

Solar Gard explains the tangible benefits of using safety film on glass windows that go beyond the
clear safety benefits

As a security professional, justifying a budget for a product that may never be needed is a constant
bugbear.  So, when you find a solution that will deliver safety as well as save you money, you know
you’re onto a good thing.

As surprising as it may sound, we are talking about safety window film. Known for its ability to hold glass
together in the event of breakage, its safety benefits are non-negotiable. But despite being considered a
reliable solution to secure glass in a building, it is often seen as a hefty expenditure to prevent a problem
that may never happen.

However, what if you could also get the benefits of solar protection film, including reduced energy bills
and decreased carbon emissions, in the same product? 

Solar protection safety film is a proposition that does just that, and suddenly turns a business expense
into a cost saving opportunity. 

First, let’s get back to basics. We all know that broken glass poses a major threat to safety. Not just for
occupants of the building, but sometimes even for general passers-by.  

For example, in a bomb blast, flying broken glass causes 90 per cent of injuries, rather than the actual
explosion itself. We have all seen the damage caused by the riots that took place in London recently,
which resulted in hundreds of buildings being smashed and looted. 

Not only does safety window film make the process of breaking and entering a lot more difficult, it
significantly reduces the risks of being injured.

Whether it is the result of a riot, bomb blast or just a genuine accident, the danger of broken glass (and
sometimes flying broken glass) can pose a very grave risk of injury and even fatality. Without a doubt, it’s
a risk that needs to be addressed. 

Like standard safety film, solar protection safety film works by holding the pieces of glass together when a
window is smashed, preventing it from breaking into dangerous shards and causing injury. 

By keeping the glass shards together as one pane, it also gives windows a certain degree of flexibility.
This means that in event of a blast, rather than the glass breaking and blowing inwards, the film will flex,
keeping all the fragments together and within the window frame. 

News

Cost Benefits Of Using Glass Safety
Film

Home Editor's Blog News Special Reports Directory Events Advertise Submit Your News About Us Guides

News by Zone I News by Date I News by Category

 

Growing a
Business?
Come To The GB
Business Show 17 - 18
November 2011. Free
Tickets
www.greatbritishbusinesssh…

Workplace Injuries
Free Guide on
Workplace Accidents
100% compensation,
no win no fee.
croftonsinjuryclaims.co.uk

Ready Community
Increase collaboration
with Social CRM for
your business
www.readycommunity.co.uk

Free Antivirus
Download
NOD32 Antivirus Free
UK Download Trial the
Award Winning
Antivirus
www.eset.co.uk/Free/Downl…

Advanced Anti
Phishing
Protect your users
from phishing attacks.
Server based
detection!
www.gfi.com/MailEssentials…

Integrated Tower
Systems
Worldwide Fleet of
Portable Tower
Trailers, Cows, Self-
Support Towers
www.intelcotowers.com

Social Media
Monitoring
24/7 monitoring of
your presence on
social networks. BPO
with Bosch.
boschcommunicationcenter.…

Video Switches
Great range, easy to
find, easy to order,
quick to be delivered.
uk.rs-online.com

McAfee 2012
Limited Offer
Antivirus, Anti-Spam
& Firewall. Save 50%



11/9/11 Cost Benefits Of Using Glass Safety Film

2/2prosecurityzone.com/News/…/Cost_benefits_of_using_glass_safety_film_18211.asp

The safety benefits of solar protection safety film speak for themselves. The real surprise is in the
additional advantages and cost savings found in the solar properties of the product.

All you have to do is think about getting into your car on a hot summer’s day to know that standard glass
doesn’t block heat. The same applies to a building. Un-filmed windows allow the area around them to
heat up quickly, increasing the internal temperature dramatically and making it very difficult to control.

Most facilities managers address this issue by ramping up the air conditioning, which is a very easy short-
term solution, but a long-term headache.

Air conditioning is expensive to run and unkind to our environment. On average, a building using air
conditioning to cool its rooms can increase its carbon emissions by 100 per cent.

Worse still, air conditioning units normally create cold spots, forcing people to either open windows or
even turn on the heating to try and stay warm, creating a self-defeating cycle of heating and cooling.

When you take into account the fact that most of the energy used in air conditioning goes to waste, you
begin to understand what a massive drain on resources it is for a business.

Solar protection safety film prevents up to 80 per cent of heat from entering the building in the first place.
This creates a stable and consistent climate throughout the entire building and typically reduces
temperatures by between five and ten degrees. This not only helps to improve staff comfort and
productivity, but more importantly, it can cut a building’s cooling load by as much as 30 per cent.

In many cases solar protection safety film can have such a dramatic effect on reducing a building’s
carbon footprint that it can become carbon neutral within one year of installation. 

Obviously, any reduction in the reliance on air conditioning has a significant impact on energy bills,
helping to contribute towards return on investment (ROI). But when you take into account that solar
protection safety film can also improve a business’s green credentials, the case for installation becomes
even more compelling.

So there you have it, the benefits are as clear as the film itself.  Although we don’t like to consider the
risks, the unfortunate truth is that riots are becoming more and more prevalent and terrorism is a constant
threat to our buildings. With high profile events such as the London Olympics 2012 approaching us, there
is a very real cause for concern.

Justifying costs at a time when budgets have been cut will continue to be an obstacle for security
professionals. However, any investment that can slash energy bills and carbon emissions, at the same
time as securing a building and keeping occupants and the general public safe, is a no brainer.
Especially when it offers the benefits of two products for the price of one.
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